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SCHOOL CALENDAR
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HARDIN MIDDLE SCHOOL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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HMS BELL SCHEDULE
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PRINCIPAL’S GREETING

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome back to Hardin Middle School!  We are looking forward to another productive year and
are excited to get back into the swing of in-person learning and competitive sports and activities.
We will also need to be aware of the ever changing status of the pandemic, but truly believe in
our teachers and their ability to be flexible and committed to all students in their academic
success.  The goal at HMS is to always move forward in a positive direction with stronger skills
and understanding of the world around us.  Have a great year!

~Bethany Fuchs

Be Safe - Be Respectful - Be Responsible

GENERAL INFORMATION

SCHOOL HOURS
The school doors open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 3:45 p.m. Students are asked to leave the
building at the end of the student day (3:35 p.m.) unless they are participating in a supervised
activity. Students who wish to work in a classroom before or after school hours must obtain
written permission from the teacher.

SCHOOL VISITS
To protect our students and staff, all doors are kept locked. To gain entrance to the building, ring
the buzzer located on the wall in the vestibule area to activate the camera and audio. Identify
yourself and the reason for the visit. Once office staff have unlocked the inside door, all students
and visitors must report immediately to the main office. Visitors must present a
government-issued photo ID.

BICYCLES AND SKATEBOARDS
Bicycles must be parked and locked in the racks provided and shall remain in the racks until
school is dismissed. Skateboard use on school grounds is prohibited. Upon arriving on school
grounds, students must carry skateboards to the main office to be stored for the remainder of
the day.

Students are not to ride bicycles or skateboards in the bus-loading zone at any time. The school
is not responsible for the loss or protection of bicycles or skateboards.

HALLWAYS
Students in the hall during class time must have a valid hall pass. At all times, students should
keep to the right when moving in the halls, avoid gathering in groups larger than three, and keep
“hands down and feet on the ground”.
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TELEPHONE
Students may use school phones in the classrooms with permission from the teacher. The front
office phone may be used for emergency use during school hours or if a student has a
teacher-issued hall pass.

DRESS CODE (Policy 3224)
Minimum Safe Attire Student attire and grooming must permit the student to participate in
learning without posing a risk to the health or safety of any student or school district personnel.

● Students must wear clothing including both a shirt with pants or skirt, or the equivalent
(for example dresses, leggings, or shorts) and shoes.

● When the student stands upright, clothing must cover the chest, back, torso, stomach,
and lower extremities (from armpit to armpit and from armpit to at least mid-thigh). Tops
must have straps to cover undergarments.

● Clothing must cover all undergarments. Clothing may not be see-through.
● Nothing can cover a student’s head, ears, or eyes (with the exception of clear

prescription glasses).
Clothing not permitted

● Attire and/or grooming depicting or advocating violence, weapons, criminal activity,
gangrelated activity (including clothes, accessories, or colors identified as gang-
affiliated), use of tobacco, alcohol or drugs, pornography, foul language, hate speech, or
clothing that could be considered dangerous or that could be used as a weapon are
prohibited.

A dress code cannot encompass all unacceptable clothing choices. Dress and grooming must
not materially or substantially disrupt the educational process of the school or create a health or
safety hazard for students, staff, or others.

When a dress code violation occurs, the student will be required to change or make appropriate
corrections. Families may be contacted, if necessary. Continued violations of the dress code will
be considered defiance and will be referred to administration for disciplinary action.

STUDENT BEHAVIOR & SAFETY

Our Guidelines for Success are:
Be Safe - Be Respectful - Be Responsible

Student safety on campus and at school-related events is a high priority of the District. Although
the District has implemented safety procedures, the cooperation of students is essential to
ensure school safety. A student should:

● Avoid conduct that is likely to put the student or other students at risk.
● Follow the behavioral standards in this handbook, as well as any additional rules for

behavior and safety set by the principal, teachers, or bus drivers.
● Remain alert to and promptly report safety hazards, such as intruders on campus.
● Know emergency evacuation routes and signals.
● Follow immediately the instructions of teachers, bus drivers, and other District

employees who are overseeing the welfare of students.
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APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR
● Aggressive or reckless behavior, such as rough play or fighting (real or ‘fake’), which

jeopardizes the health, safety, or welfare of students or staff will result in disciplinary
actions.

● Public displays of affection (kissing, hugging, holding hands, etc.) will not be tolerated.
○ Students will not be permitted to attend school or school-related events while

hickeys are visible. Temporary covers are not acceptable, and students will not
be allowed in school until visible/distracting marks are gone. Differentiation
between ‘pinch hickeys’ or real marks will not be considered.

● Use appropriate language and avoid profanities.
● Keep hands, feet, and other objects to yourself at all times.

MAJOR OFFENSES (Policy 3310)
HMS desires to nurture a kind and respectful atmosphere at all times. Certain behaviors will not
be tolerated. Students will be held accountable for disorderly conduct that occurs in school, at
recess, or on the way to or from school. The following behaviors could result in in-school
suspension, out-of-school suspension, referral to the local police, or recommendation to the
school board for expulsion. The following are examples of major offenses:

● Use, possession, or distribution of tobacco or alternative nicotine or vape products,
drugs, drug paraphernalia, alcohol, or other mood or mind-altering substances

● Possessing a weapon of any nature (i.e. knives, firearms, ammunition, pepper spray, or
any object that can reasonably be considered to be, is used as, or looks like a weapon)

● Hazing, threatening, bullying, or harassing students (in person or electronically, on or off
school property)

● Physical abuse of school staff or students
● Verbal abuse of school staff or students
● Fighting of any nature
● Insubordination  (refusing to obey directions and requests from staff or failing to

cooperate)
● Stealing
● Destroying personal or school property (vandalism, graffiti)
● Truancy

BULLYING/HAZING - HARASSMENT - INTIMIDATION (Policy 3226)
Bullying, harassment, or intimidation can be any intentional act - physical, written, verbal, or
electronic - including but not limited to be motivated by race, color, religion, ancestry, national
origin, gender, sexual orientation, mental or physical disability, or other distinguishing characters
that:

● Physically harms a student or damages the student’s property
● Has the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s education
● Is so severe and persistent that it creates an intimidating or threatening educational

environment
● Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school

Bullying and harassment consists of repeated, unwanted, unwarranted, ongoing negative acts
by one (or a group) against another child.
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Bullying and harassment can include (but is not limited to):
● Verbal abuse: name calling, slurs, teasing, derogatory remarks, rumors, etc.
● Non-verbal abuse: threatening tones, gestures, inappropriate touching, or actions

intended to humiliate
● Violation of personal space: purposefully invading one’s personal space for sole reason

to aggravate
● Physical abuse or aggression: hitting, kicking, shoving, tripping, posturing
● Exclusion: excluding on purpose
● Threats: comments to cause fear or anxiety
● Gender and appearance-based aggression: harassment about gender or physical

appearance
● Cyber abuse: using technology to bully or harass, especially via social network sites, text

messages, instant messaging, pictures, etc.
● Indifference: being a bystander and not reporting or laughing and going along with

bullying and harassment

Students who believe they may have been bullied or harassed or have witnessed someone
being bullied or harassed should:
❏ Report it to your family, a teacher, the counselor, the principal, or any adult.
❏ Let the person know you don’t like the behavior. Tell the bully to stop his/her behavior.
❏ Say it will be reported if not stopped.
❏ Keep a record or a diary of the events that happen.
❏ Print/screenshot/save harassing or threatening messages as documentation of proof.
❏ Avoid the bully or areas where the bullies tend to be.
❏ Use humor to diffuse the situation.

Penalties for harassment or bullying will range from a verbal warning to suspension or
expulsion, depending on the severity of the incident. Law enforcement authorities will be
contacted in severe circumstances.
★ Students who make false accusations of harassment of other students or school

personnel are subject to disciplinary action.

SUPERVISED TRIPS AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
Students who are on school sponsored trips or are spectators when Hardin Middle School is
participating are under the jurisdiction of HMS and its policies.

HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS
Misbehavior of HMS students at high school events will be reported to the administration and
appropriate consequences will be administered. Students attending high school events are
subject to the following guidelines and procedures:

● Students must be in the gym, not the hallways, during games.
● Students assigned OSS are not allowed to attend high school events.

ITEMS PROHIBITED IN SCHOOL
Many problems arise because students bring objects or playthings which are hazardous or
distracting to other students. If a student is found carrying or using the following items, the item
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will be confiscated and appropriate disciplinary action may result. Items may be returned to an
adult family member.

● Toys, (e.g. slime, etc.)
● Aerosol sprays
● Lighters
● Laser lights or laser pens
● Permanent markers

FIREARMS AND WEAPONS (Policy 3311)
In accordance with the federal Gun Free Schools Act of 1994 and state law 20-5-202(2), MCA,
any student who brings or possesses a firearm in any setting under the control and supervision
of the school district shall be suspended immediately and must be expelled from school for a
period of not less than 1 year.

LOCKERS
Students are assigned lockers and are responsible for the security and contents of the assigned
locker. Students must be sure that the locker is locked and that the combination is not available
to others. Do not change, trade, or share lockers. The school district is not responsible for lost
or stolen items.

Bookbags and/or purses should be kept in the student’s locker. Binders are permitted for
carrying and organizing school supplies and work.

SEARCHES AND SEIZURES (Policy 3231)
To protect students, employees, and visitors from the serious risk to the health and safety of
students posed by alcohol, drugs, drug paraphernalia, and weapons, which are compelling
interests, it is necessary to conduct searches of persons and property under certain, limited
circumstances.  Such searches are necessary to: deter the presence and possession of
prohibited substances and items; deter drug and alcohol abuse among the student population;
to educate students as to the serious physical, mental and emotional harm caused by drug and
alcohol abuse; to prevent injury, illness and harm as result of drug, alcohol abuse and/or
weapons; to help identify student drug use and assist parents in pursuing evaluation and
appropriate counseling; and to maintain a safe environment free of weapons, alcohol and drug
use by vigilant monitoring.  In the school environment, students have a lower expectation of
privacy due to the District’s responsibility for maintaining discipline, health, and safety.

District officials may conduct reasonable searches of school property and equipment, students
and their personal effects to maintain health, safety, and security in the schools.  The types of
property that may be searched by school officials include but are not limited to lockers, desks,
purses, backpacks, cellular phones or other electronic communication devices.

Students and their Personal Effects
School officials may search a student, the student’s personal effects (e.g., purses, backpacks,
coats, etc.), and/or District property under the direct control of the student when there is
reasonable suspicion that the search will produce evidence that the student has violated or is
violating the law or the District’s policies or rules. Reasonable suspicion shall be based on the
specific and objective facts that the search will produce evidence related to the alleged violation.
The parent of the student shall be notified of the search as soon as possible.

School Property
School property, including, but not limited to, desks and lockers, is owned and controlled by the
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District and may be searched by school authorities at any time it is not under the immediate,
direct control of the student, regardless of whether there is reasonable suspicion.  School
authorities are authorized to conduct area-wide, general administrative inspections of school
property without notice to or consent of the student and without reasonable suspicion.  The
District may employ contractors to handle trained dogs to assist in these searches.

Seizure of Property
If a search produces evidence that the student has violated or is violating either the law or the
District's policies or rules, such evidence may be seized and impounded by school authorities,
and disciplinary action may be taken.  When appropriate, such evidence may be transferred to
law enforcement authorities. Evidence produced by a search may be used in a disciplinary
proceeding against the student.

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE (Policy 3235)
The use of video cameras without sound has been authorized to ensure the safety of personnel,
students, and visitors, as well as to safeguard school property. Video surveillance may be used
in investigations of violations of the law, board policy, or school rules.

EMERGENCY DRILLS (Fire, earthquake, intruder, etc.) (Policy 8301)
From time to time, students, teachers, and otherDistrict employees will participate in drills of
emergency procedures. When the alarm is sounded, students should follow the direction of
teachers or others in charge quickly, quietly, and in an orderly manner. Tampering with
emergency equipment, such as fire extinguishers, will be subject to disciplinary measures.

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING INFORMATION
The District may close the schools in the event of hazardous weather or other emergencies that
threaten the safety of students, staff members, or school property. Emergency school closing
information will be broadcast on social medical or local radio/television channels.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
The District may require the use of personal protective equipment (PPE), including but not
limited to face masks, if determined to be necessary for the safety and welfare of students and
staff members. Exceptions may be made to any such requirement for PPE as permitted by law
and on a case-by-case basis.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE

DISCIPLINARY AUTHORITY
The Hardin School District 17H & 1 Board grants authority to any teacher and to any other
school personnel to impose on students under their charge any disciplinary measure, other than
suspension or expulsion, corporal punishment, or in school suspension, that is appropriate and
in accordance with policies and rules on student discipline. The board authorizes teachers to
remove students from classrooms for disruptive behavior (Policy 3310).

Students who violate school policies, rules, and directives are subject to discipline at the
discretion of school administration. Administrators have the discretion to impose, or in the case
of expulsion, recommend, the level of discipline deemed appropriate for the misconduct.

Disciplinary consequences may include, but are not limited to:
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Classroom Consequences Minor Violations Major Violations
(Referrals to the Office)

Parent/Guardian Notification (written
or verbal)

Parent/Guardian Notification (written
and/or verbal)

Lunch or After School Detention

Loss of Student Privileges Loss of Student Privileges In School Suspension

Lunch Detention Lunch or After School Detention Out of School Suspension

Complete a Refocus/Behavior
Improvement Form

Complete a Refocus/Behavior
Improvement Form

Loss of Bus Transportation
Privileges

Written Apology Written Apology Notification to police

Behavior Contract (repeated
behaviors)

Behavior Contract (repeated
behaviors)

**Expulsion (Extreme cases and/or
repeat offenders of up to 10 major
referrals)

Loss of Bus Transportation
Privileges

Restitution for damages to school
property

LUNCH DETENTION
Students may be assigned detention during their lunch period. A sack lunch will be provided and
students must abide by the outlined expectations. Failure to report to detention or poor behavior
during detention will result in further consequences.

AFTER-SCHOOL DETENTION (3:30-5:00 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays)
Students will report to a designated room, complete a reflective assignment, and work on school
or reading assignments. If a staff member cannot reach a parent/guardian to make
arrangements, detention students will be given 24 hours notice to inform parents and
make arrangements for transportation. Bus students are not excused from detention.
Failure to report to detention or poor behavior during detention will result in a one-day in-school
suspension and parental/guardian contact. A bus to Crow Agency School is available and
departs HMS at 5:15 p.m.

IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (ISS)
After breakfast in the classroom, students assigned to ISS will be escorted by the ISS monitor to
the designated classroom for all or part of the day. Students are responsible for completing a
behavior refocus form, a writing assignment, and all classroom assignments provided.

OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (OSS)
A student assigned to out-of-school suspension is not allowed to attend class, be on school
grounds, or attend school functions during that time. Students will have the opportunity to make
up work missed during OSS. When students are assigned OSS during the day, parents will be
contacted immediately to come to the school to collect their child. Parents may be required to
meet with a building administrator before the student is readmitted.

Students who are under suspension by administrative action are not permitted to
participate in or attend any school-sponsored events during the period of suspension.
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ATTENDANCE, TARDIES, AND SKIPPING

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Regular school attendance is essential for the student to make the most of his/her education --
to benefit from teacher-led activities, to build each day’s learning on that of the previous day,
and to grow as an individual. It is also required under Montana law that children between the
ages of 7 and 16 attend school unless the child is otherwise excused.

1. When a student is absent from school, the parent/guardian must call the school
[665-6302) any time after 7:30 a.m. to notify the school of the absence. If the
parent/guardian does not call, the district personnel will call home when an absence has
occurred. If contact has been made with the parent/guardian, it will not be necessary for
the parent/guardian to send a written excuse with the student upon his/her returning to
school, unless requested by the administration. If no contact was made, the student will
have one (1) day to bring a note, or the absence will be unexcused.

2. Absences to attend a funeral of an immediate relative or for documented medical
appointments will be excused. A document from a physician or medical office must be
provided for medical excuses.

3. Unexcused absence procedures:
● After 5th absence: Notification letter mailed to parent/guardian
● After 10th absence: Notification letter mailed to parent/guardian.

Mandatory meeting scheduled with student, family, and administration.
● After 15th absence: Parents/guardians will be required to meet with the

Assistant Principal to formulate an attendance contract.
● Every subsequent 5th absence will be reported to the Department of

Public Health & Human Services and appropriate legal entities.
4. Any student missing 20 or more school days during the year may be considered for

placement in summer school and subject to the possibility of retention in the same grade
level for the ensuing school year.

TARDY PROCEDURES
1. Students reporting to school after 8:15 must report to the office prior to going to class.
2. If a student is tardy to class, the teacher will record the tardy in Infinite Campus. To deter

excessive tardiness:
● Two tardies in one day will result in a lunch detention.
● Three tardies in one day will result in in-school-suspension for the

remainder of the day.
3. When excessive tardies occur within a school quarter, the following consequences will

be imposed:
● 10 tardies = lunch detention
● 15 tardies = one after school detention
● 20 tardies = three after school detentions
● 25 tardies = half day in-school suspension
● 35 tardies = full day in-school suspension
● 40 tardies = lunch detention for the remainder of the quarter

CLOSED CAMPUS
Students will remain on school grounds from the time they arrive until they are dismissed or
have permission from the office to leave. Disciplinary actions will be taken for students who
violate this policy. Bus students are considered to be on school property upon boarding the
school buses in the morning.
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MAKE-UP WORK FOLLOWING ABSENCE
Students are expected to make up any work missed due to a personal, unexcused, or
school-related absence. It is the student’s responsibility to collect and complete the work
immediately upon return to school.

ADVANCE NOTICE SLIPS
If a student will be absent for longer than three (3) consecutive days, parents or guardians
should request work at least one day prior to the absences. The student will then take a form
around to each teacher requesting work to complete during the absence.

RELEASE OF STUDENTS FROM SCHOOL
A student will not be released from school at times other than at the end of the school day
except with permission from the principal or designee and according to the building sign-out
procedures.  Unless the principal has granted approval because of extenuating circumstances,
a student will not regularly be released before the end of the instructional day.

A student who will need to leave school during the day must bring a note from his or her parent
that morning.  A student who becomes ill during the school day should, with the teacher’s
permission, report to the office or school nurse. The administrator or nurse will decide whether
or not the student should be sent home and will notify the student’s parent.   When in doubt as
to custodial rights, the District will rely on the most recent information available in the student’s
records.  A student will only be released with prior written permission From the custodial parent
to a previously unauthorized adult unless an emergency situation justifies a waiver.

STUDENT HEALTH

ILLNESS
To reduce the spread of illnesses, viruses, and colds, students should stay home from school if
they have:

● Fever 100.4F or greater with OR without body aches, pale, chilled, or fatigued. Students
must be fever free without fever reducing medication for 24 hours before returning to
school.

● Episodes of vomiting or diarrhea. Students should have no vomiting or loose stools for
24 hours and absence of nausea before returning to school.

● Persistent cough, sore throat, headache, stomach ache.
● Strep throat, pink eye, impetigo. Students may return to school 24 hours after being seen

by a doctor and either started on antibiotics or cleared to return with a doctor’s note.
● Earache with continuous pain and/or fever
● Rash with blisters and/or discharge

To protect children from contagious illnesses, students infected with certain diseases are not
allowed to come to school while contagious. Parents of a student with a communicable or
contagious disease should phone the school nurse (665-6364) or principal so that other
students who may have been exposed to the disease can be alerted.

These diseases include, but are not limited to:
Amebiasis Mumps Campylobacteriosis Pinkeye
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Chickenpox Ringworm Rubella (German measles) Diptheria
Gastroenteritis Scabies Hepatitis Shigellosis
Influenza Tuberculosis Streptococcal disease Measles (Rubeola)
Coronavirus Meningitis Whooping Cough

NURSE
If a student becomes ill at school, he/she may see the nurse after receiving permission and a
pass from the teacher. If it is determined that the student needs to go home, parents/guardians
will be contacted. A sick room is provided for minor illnesses, but students are not permitted to
be in the sick room all day. If the student needs immediate medical care, the nurse/administrator
designee will transport the student to the clinic or hospital if the parent/guardian is unable to do
so. Front office staff will assist if the nurse is unavailable.

INJURIES
Any injuries that occur on school grounds or during a school-related activity should be reported
immediately to a staff member. The nurse or a staff member will complete an injury report with
student input and notify the student’s parent or guardian.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT AND INFORMATION
If a student has a medical emergency at school or a school-related activity when the parent
cannot be reached, the school will need to have written parental consent to obtain emergency
medical treatment and information about allergies to medications, etc. Therefore, parents are
asked each year to complete an emergency care consent form. Parents should keep
emergency care information up to date (name of doctor, emergency phone numbers, allergies,
etc.). Please contact the office to update any information.

MEDICATIONS
A student who must take prescription medicine during the school day that is necessary for his or
her health and well-being must written authorization signed by the parents and the licensed
health care provider allowing the dispensation of the medication.  The student must bring the
medicine in its original, properly labeled container, to the school nurse. The school nurse or
school employee to whom the task is delegated pursuant to Montana law will either give the
medicine at the proper times or give the student permission to take the medication as directed.

A student who has authorization to possess and self-administer medication must have
completed and filed, with the office, a written order for self-administration of a medication from a
licensed health care provider or dentist as well as written authorization from the parents for the
self-administration.  The principal may authorize, in consultation with medical personnel, a
student with asthma, severe allergies, or anaphylaxis to possess and self-administer emergency
medication from an epinephrine pen (EpiPen) or asthma inhaler.  The written order and written
authorization must be provided annually. For additional information, please see Policy 3416.

ASTHMA, FOOD AND SEVERE ALLERGIES/INTOLERANCES (Policy 3416)
Students with asthma or anaphylaxis must have two forms completed and returned to the
school nurse: the Montana Authorization to Possess or Self-Administer Asthma, Severe Allergy,
or Anaphylaxis Medication and an Emergency Care Plan. Students will then be able to carry
medication with them or the school nurse/office will keep it in a locked area to be administered
according to the student’s care plan.
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Students with food allergies must provide medical documentation from their health provider in
writing. Documentation must include what the student is allergic to, the reaction, medical
treatment required, and emergency contact information.

Conditions considered severe or life-threatening requiring specific accommodations may require
a 504 plan.

HEAD LICE (Policy 3420)
The desire of children to be social and the communicable nature of lice requires preventive
measures by the school district to contain infestations. If a student is determined to have head
lice, the parent/guardian will be contacted to pick up the student. Parents/guardians will be
provided with a letter that explains the problem, lists procedures for treatment, and lists
requirements for reentering school. Attempts will be made to check all other siblings attending
Hardin Public Schools.

The student found with head lice is to be kept out of school until he/she is treated and hair is
free of lice. The student may return to school after being successfully treated so that no live lice
are present.

CAFETERIA
Students are expected to follow all cafeteria expectations, including but not limited to:

● All food and drink provided at lunch must be consumed in the cafeteria.
● Students are expected to walk to lunch in an orderly manner; running, shoving, jumping,

or cutting in line is not allowed.
● Students should clean up trash and dump trays when finished eating.
● Do not eat off someone else’s plate.

Students may choose between a hot lunch item or an à la carte item. Additional snacks may be
purchased.

NUTRITION/WELLNESS POLICY
No food or drink is allowed in the classroom or hall lockers unless authorized by the teacher or
administration. Water is allowed in classrooms, preferably in a clear container. ALL
CONTAINERS ARE SUBJECT TO INSPECTION.

In keeping with contractual obligations to the National School Lunch/Breakfast programs, and to
ensure the integrity of the school lunch program, food, and beverage sales in competition with
the breakfast/lunch programs are prohibited during the normal school day.

Milk, water, 100% fruit juices and sports drinks may be sold/vended on school grounds both
prior to and throughout the instructional day.

The vending/non-vending sale and/or consumption or possession of soda or artificially
sweetened drinks by students, exclusive of sports drinks, is prohibited in school buildings during
the normal school day.

Food sold to students in school stores/vending machines must meet the requirements of the
U.S.D.A. Dietary Guidelines for Americans regarding fat, sodium, and sugar content. School
staff are prohibited from selling foods from their classrooms.
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BREAKFAST IN THE CLASSROOM
All students will report to their first period class at 8:15 a.m. and will have the opportunity to
receive a free breakfast snack and drink each morning. Breakfast food must be consumed in the
classroom during breakfast time.

IMMUNIZATIONS
All 7th grade students are required to have 1 dose of Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis)
prior to the first day of school. They will not be allowed to start the year without this vaccine or
proper documentation of exemption in lieu of.

ACADEMICS

REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT (Policy 3110)
Student registration is available online on the Hardin School District website (hardin.k12.mt.us).
Parents can enter information at home or visit the school for computer access and assistance.

Transfer records must be received and all registration documents completed before students
can attend school. Students enrolling after the school year begins will be required to complete
math and reading assessments to determine appropriate academic placement.

GRADES, MIDTERMS, AND REPORT CARDS
Written reports of absences and student grades or performance in each class or subject are
issued to parents at midterm. Report cards are issued to parents at the end of each quarter. The
District may require that report cards and unsatisfactory progress reports be signed by the
parent and returned to the school within 7 days.

ELIGIBILITY LIST - FAILING GRADES
An eligibility list will be updated each Monday morning. Students failing two or more classes will
be restricted from participating in extracurricular activities for that week and must attend ASSET
to remain eligible. Students may become eligible for participation and will no longer be required
to attend ASSET if failing grades are improved to passing by 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday.

MIDTERMS AND REPORT CARDS

A 90% or above Indicates work of excellent and outstanding
quality

B 80 - 89% Indicates work better than average (very good
quality)

C 70 - 79% Indicates work of average quality

D 60 - 69% Indicates work of less than average quality,
but still passing

F 59% and below Indicates work below minimum quality,
considered failing, no credit granted
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P Passing Indicates passing work in courses designated
non-graded

I Incomplete This may be given upon agreement between
the student and the teacher with the approval
of the Principal. The student has 2 weeks to
finish the classroom material so the
incomplete can be changed to the earned
grade. If work is not completed within 2
weeks, the grade changes to an ‘F’.

HONOR ROLL
The HMS honor roll is published at the end of each nine-week quarter. All grades earned in all
subjects will count toward the honor roll grade points.

Honor Roll Requirements
● 4.0 Honor Roll: ‘A’ grade in every class
● A Honor Roll: 3.5-3.99 GPA
● B Honor Roll: 3.0-3.49
❖ Any student having a grade below a ‘C’ in any subject is automatically

eliminated from the honor roll.

PLAGIARISM/CHEATING
High standards for intellectual integrity and academic honesty are expected. Anyone who
cheats or plagiarizes on an assignment (graded or not-graded) will be disciplined accordingly.

EIGHTH GRADERS’ LAST DAY
June 2nd is the last day of school for all eighth-graders. All students may participate in a final
awards assembly and other activities. Additional recognition will be given to those students who
meet both academic and attendance standards (fewer than 5 failing grades and no more than
25 absences for the year).

WITHDRAWAL/TRANSFER FROM SCHOOL
When a student plans to transfer to another school, a parent or guardian must come into the
school to withdraw a student. Students must have a withdrawal sheet signed by all his/her
teachers signifying that there are no materials missing or fees unpaid. The district may withhold
a student’s grades or transcript if fees are not paid (Policy 3520).

HUMAN SEXUALITY INSTRUCTION ABSENCE
A student may be absent from a class period, assembly, school function, or other instruction at
the request of a parent/guardian/other person responsible for care when the subject matter is
related to human sexuality.  These absences do not count toward the student’s discretionary
10-day total.  The District will provide parents/guardians with at least 48-hours notice before
such instruction is scheduled to occur.

STUDENT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES
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AFTER SCHOOL SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL TUTORING (ASSET)
Students can voluntarily stay after school to receive extra help and time to complete
assignments with certified teachers. ASSET is held Mondays through Thursdays, from 3:30-5:00
p.m. Snacks are provided. Bus transportation to the Crow Agency school is provided at 5:15
p.m.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Students may participate in the following clubs throughout the year: STEAM Team, Make a
Difference, Yellowstone, Ribbon Skirts, Science Olympiad, and Native American Dance.
Students must remain with the supervising teacher during this time and have arranged
transportation home.

COUNSELORS
Students are encouraged to talk to the school counselor about academic, social, or personal
concerns.

SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE (1-800-273-8255)
The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for people in distress, prevention and
crisis resources for you and your loved ones, and best practices for professionals.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS
Human trafficking “involves controlling a person through force, fraude, or coercion, to exploit the
victim for forced labor, commercial sex, or both” (www.nclifeline.org). If a student is a victim of
human trafficking, suspects he/she has been approached by a human trafficker, or knows of a
victim, please tell a teacher, counselor, or administrator immediately or call the National Human
Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-3737-888.

HOMELESS STUDENTS
In accordance with federal and state law and regulations, the District will provide homeless
students with access to the instructional programming that supports achievement of the content
standards and to other services for which they are eligible. Students shall not be segregated
into a separate school or program based on their status as homeless, nor shall they be
stigmatized in any way.

The District will determine, according to the best interest of the child whether the child will be
enrolled in the school of origin or in the public school that non-homeless students who live in the
attendance area in which the child is actually living are eligible to attend.  In determining the
best interest of the child the District will, to the extent feasible, keep the child in the school of
origin, unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of the parent.  If the child is unaccompanied by
a parent or guardian, the homeless liaison will assist in placement and enrollment decisions,
with the views of the child taken into consideration.

The District shall immediately enroll the homeless child, even if the child into the selected school
even if the parent/child is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as
previous academic records, immunization records, evidence of residency, or other
documentation.
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Homeless students shall be provided services comparable to services available to other
students in the school system including, but not limited to, transportation services; educational
services for which the student meets the eligibility criteria, such as educational programs for
disadvantaged students, students with disabilities, gifted and talented students, and students
with limited English proficiency; vocational and technical programs; preschool programs; before
and after school-care programs; and school meals/nutrition programs.

Homeless students are entitled to transportation to their school of origin or the school where
they are to be enrolled.

LIBRARY
The library is open from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. If you wish to use the library during your lunch
period, you must get a library pass in advance. Fines will be assessed for lost or damaged
books, and participation in school-related activities may be denied until fines are paid.

LOST AND FOUND
Clothing and other items found in the school should be turned into the counseling office to be
claimed by the owner. Unclaimed items will be disposed of each semester.

SCHOOL PHOTO ID
Student ID cards will be provided for lunch, library, mini-bank, and general ID usage. Cards
must be with students at all times and a $5.00 replacement fee may be charged for lost,
damaged, or mutilated cards.

FUNDRAISING
All student fundraising conducted at HMS must be approved by the Student Council. Food sales
cannot be conducted during school hours.

TECHNOLOGY

ELECTRONICS/CELL PHONES (Policy 3630)
The possession and use of cellular phones, pagers, and other electronic signaling devices on
school grounds, at school-sponsored activities, or while otherwise under the supervision and
control of District employees is a privilege.

Students are prohibited from operating a cell phone or other electronic device (or camera
embedded in such device) while in a locker room, bathroom, or any other location where the
privacy rights of others may be violated. Students may not use cell phones, pagers, or other
electronic signaling devices during classes unless such use is under the direction of certified
staff for educational purposes. Students may use electronic devices outside the school building
or during lunch.

Unauthorized possession or use of these devices is grounds for confiscation.  Repeated
unauthorized use will result in disciplinary action. Depending on the nature of the unauthorized
use, the student’s parents and/or law enforcement may be contacted and the student’s cell
phone may be searched.
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If a cell phone violation occurs, the cell phone will be confiscated by a staff member and the
following consequences will follow:

● 1st Violation: Electronic device is turned over to the Assistant Principal for the
remainder of the day.

● 2nd Violation: Electronic device is turned over to the Assistant Principal and can
be collected by the student after school the next day.

● 3rd Violation: The student’s parent/guardian must meet with a school
administrator to collect the device and determine consequences.

● 4th Violation: Electronic device is turned over to the Assistant Principal and will
be locked up for one week. Student receives a minor discipline referral and
consequence.

● Further electronic violations will result in discipline referrals and consequences
will be issued accordingly.

● **Consequences apply to BOTH the owner of the device and the student using it
(if other than the owner). Do not lend devices to others.

No staff member will be held responsible for lost, stolen, or confiscated electronics and
administration will not take time to track down missing electronics.

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY
HMS strives to maintain an environment that promotes ethical and responsible conduct in all
online network and internet activities by staff and students. All parents/guardians and students
must sign the Acceptable Use Policy as part of the enrollment process. Failure to adhere to
this policy will result in a loss of computer privileges and disciplinary action.

FAMILY AND STUDENT RIGHTS

SECTION 504
It is the intent of the District to ensure that students who are disabled within the definitions of
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated, and provided with
appropriate educational services. Section 504 prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability.
Please contact Ms. Billman at 665-6357 for information or with any concerns.

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
The Hardin School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
or disability, in the educational programs and activities it operates including admission and
employment.  The District is required by federal law, including but not limited to the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Title IX, and Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act and their
regulations to not discriminate against individuals in violation of these laws.  The District also
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following
person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding complaints under Title IX (sex
discrimination and sexual harassment) and all other non-discrimination policies:

Amberly Howe, Title IX Coordinator
School Districts 17H & 1
401 Park Road
Hardin, MT  59034
(406)-665-9305
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Inquiries may also be directed to the Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education.

COMPLAINTS BY STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Usually student or parent complaints or concerns can be addressed simply - by a phone call or
a conference with the teacher. For those complaints and concerns that cannot be handled so
easily, the District has adopted a Uniform Complaint Procedure policy for most complaints
(Policy 1700) with the exception of complaints/concerns regarding sexual harassment and/or
disability discrimination.

If a student or parent believes that the Board, its employees, or agents have violated their rights,
he or she may file a written complaint with any District Principal or Supervisor under the
applicable grievance procedure. If still unresolved, the matter generally may be referred to the
Superintendent.  Under some circumstances, the District provides for the complaint to be
presented to the Board of Trustees in the event the matter cannot be resolved at the
administrative level.

Some complaints require different procedures. Any building office or the Superintendent’s office
can provide information regarding specific processes for filing complaints. Additional information
can also be found in Policy 1700, available in any principal’s and Superintendent’s offices.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND RIGHTS
The District believes that the best educational result for each student occurs when all three
partners are doing their best: the District staff, the student’s parent, and the student. Such a
partnership requires trust and much communication between home and school. To strengthen
this partnership, every parent is urged to:

● Encourage his or her child to put a high priority on education and commit to making the
most of the educational opportunities the school provides.

● Review the information in the student handbook with his or her child and sign and return
the acknowledgment form(s) and the directory information notice. A parent with
questions is encouraged to contact the school administrator.

● Become familiar with all of the child’s school activities and with the academic programs,
including special programs, offered in the District. Discuss with the counselor or
principal any questions, such as concerns about placement, assignment, or early
graduation, and the options available to the child.

● Monitor the child’s academic progress and contact teachers as needed.  Parents have
the right to review their child’s education records upon request.

● Attend scheduled conferences and request additional conferences as needed.  To
schedule a telephone or in-person conference with a teacher, counselor, or principal,
please call the school office at 406-665-6302 for an appointment.  A teacher will usually
arrange to return the call or meet with the parent during his or her conference period or
at a mutually convenient time before or after school.

● Become a school volunteer. For further information, contact the school principal.
● Participate in campus parent organizations. Parents have the opportunity to support and

be involved in various school activities, either as leaders or in supporting roles.
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PROTECTION OF STUDENT RIGHTS
Surveys: Parents have the right to inspect any survey or evaluation and refuse to allow their
child to participate in such survey or evaluation.

Instructional Materials: Parents have the right to inspect instructional materials used as a part of
their child’s educational curriculum, within a reasonable time.  This does not include academic
tests or assessments.

Collection of Personal Information from Students for Marketing: The District will not administer
or distribute to students any survey or other instrument for the purposes of collecting or
compiling personal information for marketing or selling such information, with the exception of
the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information collected for the exclusive purpose of
developing, evaluating, or providing educational products/services for, or to, students or
educational institutions. Pursuant to federal law, the District will seek parental consent prior to
and will not request, nor disclose, the identity of a student who completes any survey or
evaluation (created by any person or entity, including the District) containing one or more of the
following:

● Political affiliations.
● Mental and psychological problems
● Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, and demeaning behavior
● Criticism of other individuals with whom the student or the student’s family has a

close family relationship.
● Relationships privileged under law, such as relationships with lawyers,

physicians, and ministers.
● Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of students or the student’s

parent/guardian.
● Income, except when the information will be used to determine the student’s

eligibility to participate in a special program or to receive financial assistance
under such a program.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES
Each student has a right to individually, voluntarily, and silently pray or meditate in school in a
manner that does not disrupt instructional or other activities of the school. Students may also
pray in groups and discuss their religious views with other students as long as they are not
disruptive or coercive.  The school will not require, encourage, or coerce a student to engage in
or to refrain from such prayer or meditation during any school activity.   Student prayer, even if
nonsectarian or non-proselytizing, will not be broadcast over the school public address system.

Students may study religions ancillary to the studies of human history and development and
various national, cultural, and ethnic groups. This study will give neither preferential nor
derogatory treatment to any religion or religious belief.  The inclusion of religious music,
symbols, art, or writings during instruction or in school programs or performances may occur
where the religious content has a historical and/or independent educational purpose consistent
with the approved curriculum.  For additional information, please see Policy 2332.
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STUDENT RECORDS
Access by Parents and Student: A student’s school records are confidential and are protected
from unauthorized inspection or use pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA).  The District maintains two sets of records: a permanent record and a cumulative
Record.

By law, both parents, whether married, separated, or divorced, have access to the records of a
student who is under 18.  A parent whose rights have been legally terminated will be denied
access to the records, if the school is given a copy of the court order terminating these rights.

The building principal will be responsible for maintenance, retention, or destruction of a
student’s permanent or cumulative records, in accordance with District procedure established by
the Superintendent.  The principal will respond to reasonable requests for explanation and
interpretation of the records.  Access to records will be granted within 45 days of receipt of a
written request.  If circumstances prevent a parent or eligible student from inspecting the
records, the District will either provide a copy of the requested records or make other
arrangements for the parent or student to review the requested records.

Parents of a minor, the student (if 18 or older), and school officials with legitimate educational
interests are persons who may regularly access a student’s records. “School officials with
legitimate educational interests” include any employees, agents, or Trustees of the District;
cooperatives of which the District is a member; or facilities with which the District contracts for
the placement of students with disabilities, as well as their attorneys and consultants, who are
working with a student or otherwise performing functions the school would perform in
accordance with Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

The parent’s or student’s right of access to, and copies of, student records does not extend to all
records.  Materials that are not considered educational records, such as teachers’ personal
notes on a student that are shared only with a substitute teacher, records pertaining to former
students of the District, and records maintained by school law enforcement officials for purposes
other than school discipline do not have to be made available to the parents or student.  Access
will
also not be granted to the parent or the student to confidential letters and recommendations
concerning admission to a post-secondary educational institution, applications for employment,
or receipt of an honor or award, if the student has waived his or her right of access after being
advised of his or her right to obtain the names of all persons making such confidential letters or
statements.  See Policy 3600 for more information.

Access by Other Individuals and Entities:  Certain officials from various governmental agencies
may have limited access to the records without prior consent by the parents or student (over 18
years of age). Disclosure to these governmental agencies may be done under some of the
following circumstances:

● The District may grant access to or release information from student records to
employees or officials of the District or the Montana State Board of Education, provided
a current, legitimate educational interest is shown.
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● The District may grant access to or release information from student records without
parental consent or notification to any person, for the purpose of research, statistical
reporting, or planning, provided that no student or parent can be identified from the
information released, and the person to whom the information is released signs an
affidavit agreeing to comply with all applicable statutes and rules pertaining to school
student records.

● The District will grant access to or release information from any student record as
specifically required by federal or state statute.

● The District may release student records or information in connection with an
emergency, without parental consent, if the knowledge of such information iFnecessary
to protect the health or safety of the student or otheR persons.  The Superintendent or
Principal will make this decision, taking into consideration the nature of the emergency,
the seriousness of the threat to the health and safety of the student or other persons, the
need for such records to meet the emergency, and whether the persons to whom such
records are released are in a position to deal with the emergency.

● The District may disclose student records or information to the youth court and law
enforcement authorities, pertaining to violations of the Montana Youth Court Act or
criminal laws by the student.

● The District will comply with an ex parte order requiring it to permit the U.S. Attorney
General or designee to have access to a student’s school records without notice to or
consent of the student’s parent.

● The District may disclose student records in a court proceeding where the parent is a
party to an action involving child abuse or neglect or dependency matters without
parental consent or notification if ordered to make this disclosure.

● The District may disclose student records to caseworkers or other Child Protective
Services representatives when DPHHS/CPS is legally responsible for the care and
protection of the student without notification or consent of the parent.

The District forwards a student’s records on request and without prior parental consent to a
school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll. Records are also released in accordance
with court order or lawfully issued subpoena.  Unless the subpoena is issued for law
enforcement purposes and the subpoena orders that its contents, existence, or the information
sought not be disclosed, the District will make a reasonable effort to notify the parent or eligible
student in advance of compliance.

Parental consent is required to release the records in most circumstances. When the student
reaches 18 years of age, only the student has the right to consent to release of records.

The District charges a nominal fee for copying records; however, no parent or student will be
precluded from copying information because of financial hardship.  An access log will also be
maintained for each record which details those individuals accessing the records and their
legitimate interest in the records.

Challenging Content of Records: Students over 18, and parents of minor students may inspect
the student’s records and request a correction if the records are inaccurate, misleading, or
otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other rights. If the District refuses the request to
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amend the records, the requestor has the right to ask for a hearing.  If the records are not
amended as a result of the hearing, the requestor has 30 school days to exercise the right to
place a statement commenting on the information in the student’s record.  Although improperly
recorded grades may be challenged, parents and the student are not allowed to contest a
student’s grade in a course or references to expulsion sand out-of-school suspensions through
this
process.

Directory Information: Certain information about district students is considered directory
information and will be released to anyone, including military recruiters and/or post-secondary
institutions, who follows procedures for requesting it, unless the parent objects to the release of
any or all directory information about the child. The opportunity to exercise such an objection
was provided on the form signed by the parent to acknowledge receipt of this handbook.
Directory information includes: a student’s name, address, telephone number, electronic mail
address, date of birth, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and
height of members of athletic teams, photographs, dates of attendance, grade level, and honors
and awards received in school.

Maintenance of Records: Permanent records are maintained in perpetuity for every student who
has enrolled in the District.  Cumulative records will be maintained for eight (8) years after the
student graduates or permanently leaves the District. Cumulative records which may be of
continued assistance to a student with disabilities, who graduates or permanently withdraws
from the District, may, after five (5) years, be transferred to the parents or to the student if the
student has succeeded to the rights of the parents.

PRIVACY MATTERS - PHOTOGRAPHS AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Because of the advent of cell phones and social media, it has become almost impossible to fully
protect the privacy rights of any individual from having his or her picture taken and shared with
others. Parents have the right to annually opt out of the District sharing their child’s photograph
in publications or through District media events. The District will honor any parent opt-outs and
not share this information. However, the District cannot prevent others who are present from
sharing photos and videos from school events open to parents and/or the public, including
music performances, sporting events, open assemblies, or field trips.

BUS INFORMATION

Child safety is the primary concern of our busing program. To ensure this, it is important to have
cooperation between the home and school. Parents are expected to help ensure the safety of
their children from the time they leave home in the morning until the time they board the bus
and, at the end of the day, from the time the bus departs the unloading area until the student
reaches home.
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Please help your student learn his/her bus number and the driver’s name. To ensure the safety
of your child, students will be expected to travel on a designated route to their destination only
throughout the school year.

BUS MESSAGES
No messages will be delivered to students after 3:00 p.m.

SCHOOL BUS RULES
1. After boarding the bus, all students will remain in their seats until they are ready to get

off. Changing of seats for any reason is not allowed.
2. Students must be on time; the bus cannot wait for those who are tardy.
3. Waste paper or trash on the bus must be thrown in the trash can only.
4. Arms, head, and all other body parts must remain inside the bus.
5. No swearing or ‘horseplay,’ such as cap snatching, keep away, teasing, jabbing, or

pinching.
6. Eating or drinking is only allowed with the bus driver’s permission.
7. The possession or use of alcohol, tobacco (including vaping or e-cigarettes), or drugs is

prohibited.
8. Once the bus is in motion, students must remain seated.
9. The driver is in charge of the bus and riders. Students must obey any requests made by

the driver.
10. Any damage to the bus is to be reported at once to the driver.
11. No weapons of any kind are allowed on the bus. This includes guns, knives, chains,

fireworks, etc.
12. Parents/guardians who threaten or verbally abuse a school bus driver may lose the bus

riding privileges for their student.

Violation of the above rules may cause immediate action for temporary or permanent
dismissal from riding any of the buses. Any damage to buses by a student will result in
disciplinary action and required restitution.

**Bus routes can be found at the end of
the handbook.
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS
Policy and Procedures

STUDENT ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS

GENERAL INFORMATION
Athletics at Hardin Middle School are intended to be a learning experience. The main emphasis
will be on learning the fundamentals of each sport. The students will be allowed time to learn
team concepts, skills, sportsmanship, participation, and appreciation for interscholastic
competition. The main emphasis will not be on winning at all cost, but to develop knowledgeable
athletes for their future high school years.

Goals and Objectives:
● Develop student ability through competition.
● Bring about the realization that competition is a privilege that carries definite

responsibilities.
● Develop an interest in sports that will carry over into adult life.
● Represent Hardin Middle School in a manner that brings respect for the school and each

individual participant.
● Develop a healthy attitude towards opponents, realizing that they deserve our most

sincere effort to emerge victorious while simultaneously understanding that their purpose
is to defeat us in a healthy, sporting encounter.

● Allow every individual that maximum opportunity to participate in an activity while
recognizing that sports, like life, is a competitive situation in which some will excel, some
will succeed, some will fail, and all will benefit merely by being participants.

Hardin Code of Sportsmanship
The athlete shall:

● Play hard and to the limit of his/her ability. The true athlete does not give up, nor does
he/she quarrel, cheat, bet, or grandstand.

● Be modest when successful and be gracious in defeat. A true sportsman does not offer
excuses for failures.

● Maintain a high degree of physical fitness by observing team and training rules
conscientiously.

● Demonstrate loyalty to the school by maintaining a satisfactory scholastic standing and
by participating in and supporting other school activities.

● Be courteous to visiting teams and officials.
● Understand and observe the rules of the game and the standards of eligibility.
● Set a high standard of personal cleanliness.
● Respect the integrity and judgment of officials and accept their decisions without

question.
● Respect the facilities of host schools and the trust entailed in being a guest.

Activity Insurance
Hardin Middle School carries insurance on all students participating in any activity. This
coverage is for practicing for or competing in events and inter-school activities as a
representative of the school and under direct supervision of a certified full-time school
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employee. This is a secondary insurance and will pay on accidents only after your family
insurance has paid. Be advised that the medical bills may not be paid in full. Any outstanding
costs after the insurance has been paid will be the responsibility of the parents.

Please note: The insurance is a supplementary policy, and it may not cover all injuries and
expenses. This policy only impacts charges as a result of accidental injury. It will not cover
pre-existing conditions.

Communication
Middle school administration and coaches encourage parent/guardian involvement in all student
activities. We also realize that questions and concerns may arise during a game. Parents must
realize that sporting events are intensively time-consuming and important to players and
coaches. Therefore, parents are asked to not speak with coaches and/or school administration
about game strategies, playing time, or other matters relating to events the day of the event. We
ask that parents wait until the next school day to report and discuss concerns with coaches
and/or administrators.

To solve a problem informally, begin by discussing with the person at the top of this list. If the
problem remains unresolved, continue the discussion with the next person on the list.

1. Student/Parent
2. Coach or Sponsor
3. Athletic Director
4. Principal
5. Superintendent
6. Board of Trustees

PARTICIPATION
Prior to the first day of practice, an athlete must have a copy of his/her sports physical,
concussion form, and medical consent on file in the middle school office. No student will
participate in practice or compete without forms on file.

Students may participate in the following sports in the respective grade levels:
6th Grade: Cross Country - Football - Wrestling - Track
7th Grade: Cross Country - Football - Volleyball - Basketball - Wrestling - Track
8th Grade: Cross Country - Football - Volleyball - Basketball - Wrestling - Track

Participation Guidelines
● Athletes must meet the required number of practices established by Hardin Middle

School for each sport before they are eligible to compete in a game or meet.
● NO student will be able to join an activity after seven (7) calendar days (including

weekends and holidays) of the official appointed start date.
● Students who begin practice after the first day of practice but before the last day to sign

up must still meet the minimum number of practices participated in before they are
eligible to compete.

● Athletic uniforms and equipment are not to be worn or used by any student except
during school sponsored practices or events in which he/she participates, unless allowed
by the coach.

● Equipment issued to an athlete is his/her responsibility to return or replace. All uniforms
and equipment must be returned to the coach/sponsor no later than one (1) week after
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the last day of participation. If the equipment is not returned, replaced, or paid for, the
student will not be permitted to participate in any future sport activity.

● The coach may establish additional training rules with the approval of the administration.
● No student may have more than one (1) year of eligibility at each grade level (e.g. a 7th

grader may only participate in 7th grade basketball once).
● No student who shall be 15 years of age prior to August 31st of any school year will be

eligible for 8th grade activities.

Transportation to/from Activities
Coaches will remain at the school until all athletes leave the building after practice. At least one
coach will monitor students getting on the activity buses after practice.

Following a road trip, coaches will be certain that athletes have a ride home. Parents should
see that students have a ride home after every practice or game and are asked to please
be on time to pick up your student. Students who continually do not have rides after
practices or away games will be limited in their participation.

Middle school sports do not practice on Fridays unless a coach has made arrangements and
notified parents. If a coach decides to practice on Friday or in the mornings before school, these
practices will NOT be mandatory.

Hardin schools provide an activity bus to Benteen, Fort Smith, and Busby at 6:15 p.m., Monday
through Thursday evenings.

SPECIFIC SPORTS

Football
The 6th and 7th graders will play as a team and the 8th graders will play as a team. These
teams will compete as separate units in the middle school league. Games will be scheduled
through the athletic director.

Cross-Country
Cross-country athletes will participate as combined 6th, 7th, and 8th grade boys’ and girls’
teams. Meets will be scheduled by the athletic director. All eligible runners may enter every meet
scheduled for the middle school.

Wrestling
Sixth, seventh, and eight graders compete in tournaments scheduled by the athletic director.
Seventh and eighth graders may participate in the Billings city tournaments.

Basketball
Two (2) teams for the 7th grade and 2 teams for the 8th grade will be chosen to compete in our
middle school basketball jamboree league. In order to maintain a competitive level, at times
teams may be divided into A and B squads. All jamboree style games will be played on
Saturdays. Other games with other schools may be scheduled during the week with approval of
the athletic director.
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Volleyball
Two (2) teams for the 7th grade and 2 teams for the 8th grade will be chosen to compete in our
middle school volleyball jamboree league. All jamboree style games will be played on
Saturdays. Other games with other schools may be scheduled during the week with approval of
the athletic director.

Track
Track athletes will participate as combined 6th, 7th, and 8th grade boys’ and girls’ teams. The
following restrictions are to be used for the number of events an individual can enter:

● Each individual can enter up to 5 events.
● Any relay entered will count as one event  for that individual.
● Sixth graders are allowed to participate, but limited in competitions.

ATTENDANCE
School Attendance
Athletes with an absence for any period during the school day will not be allowed to participate
in that day’s activity/contest or practice. A student who is not in school on Friday will not be
allowed to participate in a game on Saturday. Pre-excused and extenuating circumstances will
be dealt with at the discretion of the administration and Dean of Students.

Practice Attendance
It is the obligation and responsibility of team members to attend scheduled practices, contests,
and meetings regularly and on time. If an unavoidable conflict arises with a practice or contest,
one of the coaches should be notified before the practice or game. Failure to make contact prior
to the practice, game, or meeting may result in the absence being considered unexcused.

Unexcused Absences
Failure to notify the coach prior to an absence will usually result in the absence being
considered unexcused. Some extenuating circumstances may result in an excused absence
without prior notification. The head coach and/or athletic director or principal will make this
decision. After three (3) unexcused absences, the student will be dismissed from the
sport. Unexcused absences will accumulate on a per sport/per season basis.

ISS (In School Suspension) and OSS (Out of School Suspension)
A student who is serving or scheduled to serve at least a half-day of ISS or OSS for any reason
will not be eligible to practice or play that day or days. An absence to serve ISS or OSS will be
considered an unexcused absence.

DISCIPLINE POLICY
The Activity Discipline Policy governs any student who is involved in any form of seasonal
extra-curricular activities at Hardin Middle School. Students who are on school sponsored trips
as a performance group or at activities as spectators when HMS is participating are under the
jurisdiction of HMS and its policies.

Students apprehended breaking the law or violating the school discipline policy may
forfeit their opportunity to participate in the present activity and may be subject to further
disciplinary action.

With administrative approval, the coach may establish additional training rules. These rules will
be presented and explained during the first week of practice.
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Drug, Tobacco, or Alcohol Use or Possession
Possession (to include guilt by association), use, or being under the influence of alcohol, illegal
drugs, non-prescribed drugs, use of tobacco productions or the possession or use of vape
products either on or off school property is prohibited and any student who is caught will be
suspended for that sport season and the student cannot participate in any new activity for
twenty school days from the date the infraction was acted upon by the administrator.

Curfew
Curfew is at the discretion of the coach/sponsor, but 9:00 is the recommended guideline.

Eligibility
● An eligibility list will be published each Monday morning.
● Students failing two or more courses will be restricted from participating in extracurricular

activities for that week and must attend after-school tutoring (ASSET) each night,
Monday through Thursday from 3:35 p.m. to 5:15 p.m., to remain eligible.

● Students may become eligible and no longer required to attend ASSET if failing grades
are improved to passing by 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday.

● Failure to attend ASSET will result in an unexcused absence from practice.

Conduct Unbecoming
Students must represent HMS in a manner that brings respect for the school, community, and
each individual participant. If the conduct of a student is determined by the coach/sponsor and
administration to be detrimental to the athletic/activity program, the student may be suspended
from the program for a period to be determined by the coach/sponsor and administration.

Denial of participation may result from, but is not limited to, the following situations:
● Insubordination
● Obscene gestures and/or swearing
● Provocation
● Stealing
● Other disciplinary situations that may arise

Cell Phones and Media Devices
The use of cell phones in any locker room is strictly prohibited due to many problems that can
and may arise. Use of cell phones in the locker room will result in the immediate termination of
the student/athlete's right to participate in that sport for the rest of the athletic season. Under the
coaches’ discretion, all cell phones can be collected at any time during practice, games, or
travel time. The use of personal DVD players is not allowed on the bus. Only PG-13 or less
rated videos will be allowed to be viewed.

OTHER
Personal Appearance

● Hair will be kept neat and well-groomed and will not interfere with the athlete’s ability to
perform.

● During a game, all parts of the uniform must be worn.
● Any additional clothing worn during competition must be approved by the coach and/or

officials.
● All jewelry, including all piercings, must be removed prior to practice/competition.
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Supervision
Athletes are not to be in the locker rooms, the gymnasium, the football field, the weight room, or
other athletic facilities unless properly supervised by their coach.

If a practice or game is not scheduled immediately after school, the athletes are to leave the
building as soon as possible. Failure to abide by this regulation may result in disciplinary action.
The school will not be liable for any student injured on school grounds if the coach did not give
them permission to be there.

Travel
Students must travel to and from the activities by transportation authorized by the school unless
an emergency situation exists and administrative approval is granted prior to the event. Parents
or guardians may provide transportation home following an event with the approval of the
coaching staff. The parent or guardian must sign the consent form in person before taking the
student from the activity. Prior approval by the athletic director or administrator must be
obtained for students/athletes riding home with someone other than a legal parent or guardian.

Meals
HMS will purchase meals for the students/athletes when the team/group has traveled over 75
miles one way or is spending the night. If the scheduled event is to last all day, the first meal of
the day will be the responsibility of the student.

RULES FOR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS

The following rules apply but are not limited to:
● No use of alcohol or tobacco shall be allowed on school premises during any public

function.
● Cheering for the team in a sportsmanlike manner is encouraged; yelling at a player or

giving instructions to a player from the sidelines are prohibited.
● Verbal harassment of officials before, during or after any event is prohibited.
● Verbal harassment of any coach, school official, or team member, before, during, or after

any event is prohibited.
● Harassing any coach or school official is prohibited and yelling instructions or criticisms

at the bench or at the coaching staff either during or after an event is prohibited.

Consequences for violating these rules during the season will be:
1st violation: verbal warning
2nd violation: removal from the field or gym for the remainder of the context
3rd violation - banned from the field or gym for the remainder of the season
*Area schools will be asked to honor the ban when HMS/HS teams are playing at their
Facilities.
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CONCUSSION INFORMATION
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BUS 2  (BENTEEN)

AM PM FRI
1.  BENTEEN TURNAROUND 7:20 4:15 2:45
2.  RENO CREEK ROAD 7:25 4:10 2:40
3.  GARRYOWEN 7:30 4:05 2:35
4.  CROW SCHOOL 7:40 3:55 2:25
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10
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GARRYOWEN RENOCREEK BENTEEN

TURNAROUND

WEST FRONTAGE ROAD
BUS 3  (BENTEEN)

AM PM FRI ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
1.  BENTEEN TURNAROUND 7:20 4:15 2:45
2.  RENO CREEK ROAD 7:25 4:10 2:40
3.  GARRYOWEN 7:30 4:05 2:35
4.  CROW SCHOOL 7:40 3:55 2:25
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10
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BUS 5

AM PM FRI
1.  WEST FRONTAGE ROAD 7:25 4:15 2:45
2.   EAST FRONTAGE ROAD 7:40 4:05 2:35
3.  HWY 384 -SARPY ROAD 7:45 3:58 2:28
4.  SUGAR FACTORY ROAD 7:55 3:50 2:20
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10
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BUS 4  (BUSBY)

BUSBY 3%&%
Magic%City

AM PM FRI
1.%%MM%37% 6:45 4:50 3:20 KIRBY%DECKER%RD

2.%%E.%RENO%CRK%RD 6:50 4:45 3:15
3.%%BUSBY%&%MAGIC%CITY 7:00 4:35 3:05 1#$#
4.%%MM%17%ON%HWY%212 7:10 4:25 2:55 212

5.%%MM%10%ON%HWY%212 7:20 4:15 2:45 JCT

6.%%CROW%SCHOOL 7:40 3:55 2:25 2& MM37
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BUS 6
NORTH VALLEY

AM PM FRI
1.  SCHEIDTS 7:00 4:40 3:20 1 - SCHEIDTS
2.  SORREL HORSE ROAD 7:10 4:30 3:10
3.  MEHLINGS 7:24 4:24 3:04
4.  CSR 247 7:34 4:13 2:53
5.  9MILE DAYCARE 7:38 4:00 2:40 2 -  SORREL HORSE
6.  GREENS 7:43 3:56 2:36 ROAD
7.  GOLF COURSE ROAD 7:51 3:49 2:20
8.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10

3 - MEHLINGS
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BUS 7  
( RIVER ROAD )

AM PM FRI
1.  BLACKLODGE HALL 7:20 3:55 2:25
2.  RIVER ROAD 7:30 4:05 2:35
3.  CROW SCHOOL 7:40 4:15 2:45
4.  EAST FRONTAGE ROAD 7:50 4:25 2:55
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 4:40 3:10
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BUS 8
 CROW - H.S. 

AM PM FRI
1.  EAST FRONTAGE ROAD 7:00 3:40 2:15
2.  CROW SCHOOL 7:15 4:05 2:30
3.  POST OFFICE 7:20 4:10 2:35
4.  ST. DENNIS CHURCH 7:23 4:13 2:38
5.  WELLKNOW BEAR DRIVE7:25 4:15 2:40
6.  PLENTY HAWK DRIVE 7:30 4:20 2:45 1 -
7.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 7:55 4:45 3:10 EAST

FRONTAGE ROAD
HARDIN
SCHOOLS

5"#
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I+90 I+90
6"# WEST EAST
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2"#
333333CROW3
3333333SCHOOL

4"#
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BUS 9 
GARRYOWEN

AM PM FRI EAST FRONTAGE ROAD
1.  GARRYOWEN 7:15 4:15 2:40
2.  REAL BIRD LOOP 7:20 4:10 2:35
3.  BATTLEFIELD MARKET 7:27 4:05 2:25
4.  MULTI  BUILDING 7:29 4:03 2:23
5.  CROW SCHOOL 7:40 3:55 2:15
6.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10
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BUS 11  
FT. SMITH 1 - FT. SMITH

AM PM FRI      SCHOOL
1.  FT. SMITH SCHOOL 6:50 4:50 3:50
2.  GOVT. HOUSING 6:52 4:42 3:45
3.  YELLOWTAIL MARKET 6:55 4:35 3:05
4.  WARMAN LOOP 7:12 4:25 2:55 3 - YELLOWTAIL
5.  DEADMANS CORNER 7:37 4:01 2:31 MARKET
6.  TWO LEGGINS 7:45 3:52 2:22
7.  HARDIN SCHOOL 8:00 3:40 2:10 2 - GOVT. 

HOUSING
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BUS 10  
FT.SMITH 1 - FT. SMITH

AM PM FRI      SCHOOL
1.  FTSMITH SCHOOL 6:50 4:50 3:20
2.  SOAP CREEK ROAD 7:00 4:40 3:10
3.  ST. XAVIER 7:20 4:20 2:50
4.  DEADMANS 7:40 4:00 2:30
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10
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BUS 13  

AM PM FRI 2 - TORSKE
1.  MILLS ROAD 7:30 3:42 2:12 OVERPASS
2.  TORSKE OVERPASS 7:36 3:47 2:17
3.  BRET NEDENS 7:40 3:52 2:22
4.  RANDALL ROAD 7:46 3:57 2:27
5.  CHRIS NEDENS 7:50 4:05 2:35
6.  SAWYER LOOP 7:52 4:07 2:37
7.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 4:15 2:50
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BUS 12
 CROW - ELEMENTARY

AM PM FRI
1.  WEST FRONTAGE ROAD 7:30 3:50 2:20
2.  WELLKNOWN BEAR DRIVE 7:36 3:56 2:26
3.  PLENTY HAWK DRIVE 7:38 3:58 2:28
4.  ST. DENNIS CHURCH 7:42 4:02 2:32
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 4:20 2:55 1 -
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BUS 15  
SARPY

AM PM FRI
1.  SPRING CREEK 7:19 4:25 2:55
2.  TULLUCK CREEK 7:30 4:10 2:40
3.  LBH BRIDGE 7:50 3:50 2:20 1 -
4.  L & B 'S 7:55 3:45 2:15 SPRING CREEK
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10
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BUS 14
 CROW -MIDDLE SCHOOL

AM PM FRI
1.  WEST FRONTAGE ROAD 7:30 3:50 2:20
2.  WELLKNOWN BEAR DRIVE 7:36 3:56 2:26
3.  PLENTY HAWK DRIVE 7:38 3:58 2:28
4.  ST. DENNIS CHURCH 7:42 4:02 2:32
5.  HARDIN SCHOOLS 8:00 4:20 2:55 1 -
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BUS 16 
COUNTY'LINE

AM PM FRI BUSBY
1.##MUDDY#CLUSTER 6:50 4:50 3:20
3.##BUSBY# 7:15 4:25 2:55
6.##CROW#SCHOOL 7:40 4:00 2:30
7.##HARDIN#SCHOOLS 8:00 3:40 2:10
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