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Hardin BPA Attends Nationals

It was another stellar year for Montana at the 2022 National Business Professionals of America
Leadership Conference which was held May 5-8 in Dallas, Texas. 5168 individuals from 23
state associations and three international countries attended. Montana’s delegation
represented six secondary chapters, seven middle-level chapters, and one post-secondary
chapter. A total Montana Association representation of 471 attendees (365 students, 64
advisors, and 42 guests). Business Professionals of America is the leading Career and
Technical Student Organization for students pursuing careers in business management, office
administration, information technology, health administration, and other related career fields.

Montana BPA once again had an unbelievable year with members being recognized for their
community service involvement. Montana BPA was awarded the 2022 Professional Cup for the
Secondary Level which is the most prestigious honor a state can receive! Members attended
leadership training workshops, participated in service-learning activities, volunteered and
served as interns, and competed in the Workplace Skills Assessment Program.

Locally, seven middle school students and one high school student attended the conference.
Wesley Walks placed 13th in Business Math and also competed in Business Communication
Skills, Business Fundamentals Concepts, and Computer Literacy Concepts. Wesley has grown
so much this year and we are all looking forward to his success in high school.

The Presentation Management Team of Lucy Fuchs, Harper Howe, and Aaleah Perez placed
10th. Lucy also competed in Business Communication Skills and can’t wait for next year so
she can continue to build her confidence and explore new concepts. Harper also competed in
Digital Citizenship, Business Communication Skills, Business Fundamentals Concepts, and
Computer Literacy Concepts. Aaleah also competed in Business Communication Skills.

Suellyn Walks competed in Financial Literacy, Business Communication Skills, and Business
Fundamentals Concepts and says her favorite part was seeing her advisor scream on the
roller coasters. Liberty Koyama competed in Digital Citizenship, Business Communication
Skills, Business Fundamental Concepts, and Business Math. She says she will definitely bring
a calculator next year. Zephaniah Hernandez competed in Business Communication Skills,
Business Math, and Computer Literacy Concepts. His favorite part was seeing fossils and
dinosaurs at the museum. The lone high schooler, Anastasia Saldana, competed in C++ and
C#, both computer programming languages. Annie is looking forward to placing nationally in
her senior year.

Overall, the students competed well and learned so much about life, from navigating through
airports to taking in all of the sights and sounds Dallas had to offer. In addition to competing,
students experienced the Dallas Aquarium, Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum,
Perot Museum of Science and Space, learned about the life and assassination of JFK, and
cheered on the black and yellow knight at Medieval Times. The trip concluded with a visit to
Six Flags over Texas.
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All of this would not be possible without the support of our community and school. A big thank
you goes out to everyone who supports our numerous fundraisers. A special shout out to the
staff of Hardin Middle School for EVERYTHING you do to support our organization and
students!


